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More Than Awareness: Embracing Autism this April 

Celebrating the Bond Between Joy and AAD Raven

April is Autism Awareness Month—a time to celebrate neurodiversity and 
promote understanding, inclusion, and support.

At Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides, we’re proud to offer Autism 
Assistance Dog Guides, specially trained to provide safety, companionship, 
and support to children with autism and their families. These incredible 
Dog Guides help create brighter, more independent futures one 
partnership at a time. 

Joy Hilton-Vaughan was matched with her Dog Guide, 
Raven, in 2019, when she was just 10 years old. Now 16, 
she loves spending her time writing song lyrics. 

In honour of the incredible bond she shares with Raven, 
Joy wrote the heartfelt lyrics below. It’s a beautiful 
reflection of their journey together and the difference a 
Dog Guide can make.
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My Sweet Black Lab 

I have this sweet black lab who loves me a lot!

She loves to run for her balls and get pup cups;

loves to do hugs on my lap, and lick my face.

When the snow falls down, she digs her face in,

then I snap a pic of us for our book.

Thinking and thinking about you, my best 
friend.

You make me feel special when I feel blue. 

Through thick and thin, you’re always by my 
side.

I love you and you love me, too.

When you leave me, my heart will shatter into 
pieces 

because of how much I love you.

When tears drip down my face, you comfort 
me.

You can sense when I have anxiety

so you’ll rest your head on my chest 

when I need that pressure from you.

Having you here with me makes me feel safe. 

You love to swim in the ocean and the lake.

I get annoyed when you go to my sister 

but I need to control myself ‘cause you love her, 
too.

We each have a half a heart that joins together

like two puzzle pieces that match our heart. 

You and I will be forever together.

Written by Joy Hilton-Vaughan, age 16
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On May 6th, LFCDG will proudly host another in-person graduation in Oakville (6:30-8pm), 
celebrating the incredible teams who’ve completed our Autism Assistance, Diabetes Alert, 
and Canine Vision programs. 

We’d love to see you there! Please RSVP to let us know you’re coming.

Check out our YouTube page to watch past graduations and stay tuned for May’s grad 
ceremony upload!

National Volunteer Week runs from April 27 – May 3, and we’re sending a heartfelt thank you 
to the incredible volunteers who make our work possible.

From fostering puppies to supporting events, your time and dedication help us train and 
match life-changing Dog Guides. We’re so grateful for everything you do! 

Graduate Corner

Volunteer Corner

Celebrating Our Volunteers
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Here are some exciting new ways you can get involved and make a difference. Whether 
you’re passionate about design, enjoy connecting with people, or want to support our 
programs more hands-on — there’s something for everyone!

Current Openings:

Reception Coverage Volunteer – Be the friendly face that welcomes visitors and supports 
front desk operations.

Community Partnerships Volunteer – Help us grow awareness and support by building 
relationships with local businesses and community groups.

We’re also looking for: 

Day School Volunteers – Support our Day School Program in the Guelph area. Volunteers 
transport a dog to and from our training facility Monday to Friday, and provide a loving 
home on evenings, weekends, and statutory holidays. Learn more.

Puppy Fosters Needed – Open your heart and home to a future Dog Guide! We’re currently 
seeking fosters within 75 minutes of our Oakville or Breslau training facilities, including the 
Kitchener-Waterloo and Guelph areas. Find out more about becoming a foster.

If you or someone you know is interested in any of these roles, we’d love to hear from you!

Thank you for being such a valued part of our community. Your time, care, and dedication 
truly make a difference.

New Volunteer Opportunities at Lions Foundation of 
Canada Dog Guides
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Volunteer Spotlight
Janice Sherman Receives Cheers to 
Volunteers Award for 17 Years of 
Dedication to Dog Guides

Congratulations to longtime volunteer 
Janice Sherman who is being recognized 
by Community Development Halton with 
their Cheers to Volunteers Award, for her 
incredible commitment to the Halton 
community and Lions Foundation of 
Canada Dog Guides. Janice was chosen 
from over 433 nominations across Halton 
Region!

For 17 years, Janice has supported our 
mission with unwavering dedication—
walking dogs, volunteering in Day School, 
and helping with the Seizure Response 
and Diabetic Alert Dog programs. Known 
for her kindness and passion, Janice brings 
warmth and purpose to everything she 
does.

“Volunteering at LFCDG has given me purpose and kept me active,” she shares. “It’s comforting 
and rewarding to see a dog matched with a client and know you played a part in that.”

Congratulations, Janice! This honour is so well-deserved, and we’re lucky to have you as part 
of our Dog Guides family.
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Events

Have You Registered for the Pet Valu Walk for 
Dog Guides Yet?
	

Walk With Us on May 25, 2025!

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the Pet Valu Walk for Dog Guides—and we’re 
celebrating in a big way! With 200+ Walks happening across Canada, it’s time to lace up your 
shoes and take steps toward a brighter future for Canadians living with disabilities.

Meet the Team!

Want to connect with our staff and meet some of our incredible Dog Guides? Join us at:

Toronto Walk – Friday, May 23

Oakville Walk – Sunday, May 25

Find a Walk Near You

Head to our website to register and discover a walk location in your area.

Already signed up? Amazing! Now it’s time to kick-start your fundraising journey. This year, 
we’re aiming to raise $1.6 million, and we’ve got some incredible milestone rewards to 
thank you for your efforts. From our limited-edition 40th anniversary water bottle to a cozy 
branded blanket, these exclusive items are ones you won’t want to miss.
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Help Us Spread the Word!

Check out the Resource section on our Walk website for a ready-to-use 
Social Media Toolkit. You’ll find everything you need to start posting and 
spreading the word about the Walk across your social channels.
	
Show Who You’re Walking For!

Want to ersonalize your support? Visit the Visual Assets section to download your very own 
“I’m Walking For” badge. Set it as your profile picture and join our Dog Guides Social Media 
Takeover this May! 

Let’s walk, fundraise, and create countless possibilities for Canadians living with disabilities.

Join Us for a Special Flag Raising Celebration!

We’re marking the 40th anniversary of the Pet Valu Walk for Dog Guides with two special flag 
raising ceremonies and we’d love for you to join us!

Toronto: Tuesday, May 20 at 11:00 AM — Toronto City Hall

Oakville: Thursday, May 22 at 10:00 AM — Oakville Town Hall

Clients, volunteers, and all Dog Guides supporters are invited to come out and celebrate this 
milestone moment with us. Let’s raise the flag together in support of greater independence 
for Canadians living with disabilities.

Planning to attend? Please RSVP by emailing our Events Team at events@dogguides.com
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Dogs & Donuts at Pet Valu!

We’re teaming up with Pet Valu for a sweet series of Dogs & Donuts events and you’re invited!

Drop by select Pet Valu locations on the dates below to learn more about Lions Foundation 
of Canada Dog Guides, our mission, and how you can get involved in the upcoming Pet Valu 
Walk for Dog Guides — all while enjoying a donut on us!

 Upcoming Dogs & Donuts Locations:

   May 2 | 12–3 PM | 1235 Fairview St, Burlington

   May 9 | 12–3 PM | 184 Front St. E, Toronto

   May 10 | 11 AM–2 PM | 1510 Dundas St. E, Mississauga

   May 12 | 5–8 PM | 1227 King St. W, Toronto

   May 16 | 12–3 PM | 851 Queen St. E, Toronto

Come say hello, grab a treat, and find out how you can be part of something truly life-
changing.

Rev Up for a Cause – Motorcycle Ride for Dog Guides

Calling all riders and supporters — the Motorcycle Ride for Dog Guides is hitting the road on 
June 21st, and we want you along for the ride! Starting at our Oakville Training School, the 
ride to our Breslau facility is a three-hour journey fueled by purpose and dedication. 

Whether you’re looking to participate or volunteer, this is your chance to be part of 
something powerful. Every mile helps raise awareness and support for Canadians living with 
disabilities through the life-changing work of Dog Guides.

Visit www.dogguides.com on May 1st to find the link to the official Ride website—
registration opens the same day!

Want in? Contact us at events@dogguides.com to learn more or to sign up.

Let’s ride together toward independence and possibility.
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McHappy Day is Coming Up May 8
	
Would you like fries with that shake? McHappy Day is 
coming up on Wednesday, May 8! All Oakville McDonald’s 
locations will be supporting Lions Foundation of Canada 
Dog Guides! 

The funds raised on McHappy Day will go directly to our life-
changing programs—helping more Canadians with disabilities gain greater independence 
through the support of a Dog Guide.

Stay tuned! We’ll be sharing volunteer sign-up details soon if you want to ‘make a meal’ out of 
this opportunity and be part of the fun! 

Nearly 800 Visitors Attend Our Spring Open House!
	
On April 5th, we were thrilled to showcase the 
incredible work happening at our national training 
school in Oakville, from the amazing abilities of our 
Dog Guides to the dedication of our training team. 
Live demos gave guests a behind-the-scenes look at 
our programs, and our trainers shared meaningful 
insights into how Dog Guides are changing lives.

We also had some great conversations about 
volunteer opportunities and ways to support 
LFCDG. Thank you to everyone who visited, 
volunteered, donated and expressed interest in 
getting involved!

A quick reminder to volunteers: if you still have your 
yellow volunteer shirt, please return it when you 
can!

A special thank you to our amazing community 
partners — McDonald’s Piper Foods, Pet Valu, and 
the Oakville Fire Department — your support helped make the day even more memorable. 
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Sipping, Snacking, and Celebrating Moms at Our First 
Mother’s Day High Tea
	
On April 12, we spent the morning sipping tea, enjoying delicious treats, and celebrating the 
incredible moms (and their pups!) who make our community so special. Our first Mother’s 
Day High Tea was a joyful, meaningful event filled with connection, laughter, and love.

If you didn’t get a chance to attend this year, don’t worry — there’s always next time. If you 
did attend, you can see photos from the day. 
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We’re excited to share the arrival of several new puppies who have joined the Lions 
Foundation of Canada Dog Guides family. Welcome to the world, little ones!

J Litter

Ela (cream standard poodle) and Icey (black standard poodle) welcomed one black male 
puppy on March 17, 2025.

K Litter

Tina and Charley (both cream standard poodles) welcomed two cream puppies—one male 
and one female—on March 25, 2025. 

These little puppies will soon be looking for foster homes, would you be interested in 
helping us raise them? For the first year of their lives, you can take them into your home, care 
for them, socialize them, and teach them good manners. You will be preparing them for their 
careers as Dog Guides. 

If you are interested, and live no more than 45 minutes away from our Oakville or Guelph 
facilities, please apply online at www.dogguides.com

Litter Update
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