
Manners Puppy Class Overview
• Halti & Gentle Leader:

• Diagram

• Fit & Safety

• Introduction
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• Leave it: Step 1

• Greetings: People

• Wait ​: Duration, Distance & Distraction

• Come



Halti: Diagram



Gentle Leader: 
Diagram



Halti & Gentle Leader: Fit & Safety
• Strap at the back of the head should be snug (1 to 2 

fingers underneath)

• The noseband should allow puppy to drink, eat, pant, etc.

• Never leave it on unsupervised (crate, car, under tables, 
etc.)
• Do not allow puppy to chew it

• Once puppy learns to get it off, they will continue to get it 
off
• Do not allow fussing (rub on legs or ground, paw at it)
• Interrupt or redirect immediately

• The safety strap should be clipped puppy’s regular collar



Halti & Gentle Leader: Introduction
• Step one: lure puppy’s nose through the Halti using a treat or kibble to entice 

puppy​

• Step two: lure puppy’s nose using a treat or kibble through and rest the Halti on the 
bridge of puppy’s snout (start with a couple seconds and build up)

• Step three: lure puppy’s nose using a treat or kibble through and put the Halti on 
for puppy to eat meals with it clipped loosely behind head, and take off when done 
eating

• Step four: Step five: put Halti on puppy, attach their leash to the slip ring and let it 
hang as puppy drags it around house under supervision for a few minutes

• Step six: put Halti on puppy and leash then go outside briefly for a short walk

• Step seven: begin using the Halti in busier environments, this will help distract 
puppy





Introduction to Foster Puppy 
Jacket

• Bring puppy jacket out and let puppy investigate it, reward with kibble
• Hold puppy jacket by the buckle side
• Hold kibble in your other hand in the entrance of the loop, so puppy 

sticks nose through to get the kibble.
• with each repetition, offer the kibble further from the loop, so puppy 

has to stick their nose further through
• As puppy gets more comfortable with the jacket, you can progress to 

letting the weight of the jacket rest on their back, and then eventually 
buckling it up.



Leave It: Step 1

• Leave it cue applies to items on ground 

• Off cue applies to furniture, counters or paws on 
inappropriate item

• Exercise: Hold treat in closed fist or under 
thumb with flat hand, back away to get treat

• When pup backs away add the leave it cue

• Can reward from treat in hand moving to 
treat from pouch once pup is catching on

• Build up with high value treats then household 
items



Greetings: People

• Make sure puppy is calm and able to follow cues

• Let person know your puppy is in training 

• Give the person a kibble to give your puppy once 
they offer a positive behavior 



Wait

• Meals

• Crate

• Going out the door

• Release word "ok" 

• Distance, Duration, Distraction



Come
• Come is an essential skill for our pups. 

• Use the come command with high value treats

• To train:
• Have puppy on leash, allow them to get to the end of the leash, 

then call them back to you (only say their name once). Can walk 
backwards and get low
• If they do not immediately go towards you, try to make some noises and 

fun talk
• When they begin to go towards you, mark that movement as “come”
• When they get to you, take their collar in your hand, say “yes” and reward

• Practice in the house when you are in a different room than puppy
• Practice in the yard with puppy on a long line
• If you are not positive your puppy will listen, do not say the word 

come
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